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the Indian National Congress. I think it would be a calamity for
an organization of this nature to occupy the position merely of a
creation of the Congress. I have also always advised the Congress
against affiliating outside, Indian Congress has in the past affiliated
with England,1 but it has found it a mistake, and is now refus-
ing affiliation with America and other countries. What you have
done in remaining outside the Congress is certainly the very best
thing.

As to the work which you are doing in this country, my opi-
nion is that nothing is going to come out of this Conference. I
have made this statement, but please do not think for a moment
that I am, therefore, now doing nothing, or that I am obstructing
the Conference in its passage towards the achievement of a Consti-
tution for India. On the contrary, the less hope I see from outside
the more efforts I have been making to achieve success from the
inside. I do not want to put my country through any fiery ordeal
again, but if necessary I shall do so, and I know that it will be a
much more terrible struggle this time even than before, and there-
fore, I shall make every attempt of which a human being is capa-
ble to bring about an honourable settlement through negotia-
tions. But remember I shall work inside the three corners of my
mandate. That means I believe in that mandate and anything
less than the mandate would not be enough. We must have con-
trol over Finance and the Army. However impracticable this may
appear to men over here, the Congress believes that it can handle
these matters as successfully, nay, even more successfully, than the
Government has done.

The manipulation of the Exchange had been started before
the time of Lord Curzon and through this policy 85 per cent j o
the population of India had suffered badly. The fixing of the
rupee to the pound at a fixed price of one shilling and six pence
has meant that the Indian agriculturists have to sell at prices that
will not even cover the cost of production. Even the advisers of
the India Office in this country have admitted that, if the rupee
was set free, the agriculturists would profit. The price of imports
would certainly rise, but the mass of the Indian people is so little
dependent upon imports that it would not be affected- The diffi-
culty is that the majority of Britishers have no knowledge of
Indian conditions, and they draw the wrong comparisons.

1 The Congress had set up the British Committee in London which func-
tioned till it was abolished by a resolution at the annual session of the Con-
gress at Nagpur in 1920; vide Vol. XIX.